
Message from the Township of Edgewater Park & the EP Police 
Department:   FIREWORKS DOs & DON’Ts 

On behalf of Edgewater Park children, Veterans, 
senior citizens, dogs and other pets, anyone 
suffering from PTSD, and citizens in general, the 
information below explains that it is ILLEGAL in 
New Jersey to sell or even possess firecrackers, 
torpedoes, skyrockets, bottle rockets, Roman 
candles and similar fireworks containing 

explosives.  They are illegal to sell or possess.  

The only exceptions are sparklers (for people 16 and older) and novelty items such as 
snappers and poppers.   

NJ law: 

• https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/resources-support/laws-
regulations/fireworksact_sale.shtml#3-1 

Things to realize about the effect of fireworks include 
frightening pets, awaking small children, triggering PTSD 
events in Veterans and others who suffer from PTSD.  
More importantly, the illegal use of fireworks at family 
celebrations and holidays has become more than a 
nuisance in the Edgewater Park community.  

Fireworks embers can start fires on roofs, gutters, leaves, dry pine needles, landscaping, 
vehicles, etc., especially during drought season. 

 

This is a detailed breakdown from the NJ website: 

• Illegal Fireworks:   
Firecrackers, torpedoes, sky rockets, bottle rockets, 
Roman candles, and similar explosive devices are 
prohibited.  

https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/resources-support/laws-regulations/fireworksact_sale.shtml#3-1
https://www.nj.gov/labor/safetyandhealth/resources-support/laws-regulations/fireworksact_sale.shtml#3-1


• Legal Fireworks: 
Sparklers (for those 16 and older), snakes, glow worms, 
smoke devices, and trick noisemakers (like party poppers) 
are permitted.  
 

• Permits: 
Commercial companies can obtain permits for public fireworks displays, but they 
must meet strict safety requirements and get approval from local authorities.  

• Consequences of Violations: 
Using illegal fireworks can result in a fourth-degree crime, 
potentially leading to 18 months of prison time and a $10,000 fine 
according to NJ’s Legal Fireworks brochure. Simply possessing 
illegal fireworks can result in a fine of up to $500.  
 

• Safety: 
When using permitted fireworks, always follow the manufacturer's instructions, 
have adult supervision, and maintain a safe distance from people, buildings, and 
flammable materials.  

• No Fireworks Sales: 
New Jersey prohibits the sale of most fireworks within the state.  

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/News/Consumer%20Briefs/fireworks.pdf


Here is a comprehensive chart of legal items allowed in New Jersey, and showing the 
ILLEGAL items at the bottom: 


